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l1ashi ngton DC

January 30, 1986

A WEEK HONORING THE JAYCEES. Last December your Congressman was among a majority of
House and Senate members who approved a Resolution naming January 19 through January
25 as "National Jaycees Week." On January 24th the President issued a Proclamation
which echoes the sentiments of Congress in calling for this national observance.
And as I write this letter to South Texans, we're in full swing allover America.
In South Texas Our Jaytee Chapters have been holding special events and gettogethers. The Jaycees are, and will continue to be, an important link in our
community service chain. The Jaycees sponsor humanitarian aid for the elderly,
programs for the disabled and contributions to such organizations as Muscylar Dystrophy and the like, energy conservation assistance and a range of other communitybriented pUblic service programs.

National Jaycees Week commemorates the 66th

anniversary of the founding of the organization.
The Jaycees have always been my kind of group. They go about their work in a
dedicated manner with one goal in mind:

to help people and their communities. The

Jaycees are one of our most visible aspects of "!lood neighbor" activities. And in
truth, many of the South Texas Jaycees are people who have donated their time and
effort for the cause--and there is no finer tribute to our Jaycees than in recognizing this selfless spirit of voluntarism.
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IMMIGRATION BILL AWAITING ACTION. By way of a quick update, South Texans may wish
to know that HR 381O--a bill in the

U

S House called the "Rodino-Mazzoli Immigratio

Bi11"--has been cleared from the docket of the House Judiciary Committee's Immigration Subcommittee. But we have a ways to go because the full Judiciary Committee
has yet to schedule any formal consideration.
Last September, the Senate passed an immigration reform bill--S. 1200--but
the House is proceeding with its own version of immigration reform. There are
still some provisions we don't like, but nothing is final at this point.

(more)
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We don't even know how much of a change there will be from the old "SimpsonMazzoli" iflllligration bill considered during the 98th Congress. Many changes to the
new iflllligration bill could be made by the full House Judiciary COfllllittee, and of
course floor debate by the fUll House could resti1t in more changes.
In short, right now we have no definite language in the emerging House bill
on which to make a firm judgment or take a positioh.

The final version may be

very different than the bill being considered now in the House Judiciary COfllllittee.
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CITRUS FROM CUBA.
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While citrus trees continue to flourish in the Valley as we

make an admirable come-back from the December 1983 freeze, I thought a brief note
on citrus production in Cuba might cheer our spirits:
We in the Valley are leagues ahead of the Cubans who still' suffer from
poorly planned state-sponsored farming.

A recent USDA advisory sent me .blames

poor grove management and inadequate fertilizer, pesticide, insecticide and
herbicide application for the poor Cuban performance. Also, recent poor rainfall
has contributed to the problems in Cuban citrus production (which is primarily
in grapefruit and Valencia oranges).
The best recent production year for the Cubans was the 1982/1983 season
which bore about 565,000 metric tons of oranges and grapefruit.

Production has

since declined to about 530,000 tons on less than 130,000 hectares of land.
But the story is not told in total orange/grapefruit production figures.
The poor showing in Cuba is reflected in the yield per ac·re.
Cuban groves average only about seven tons per hectare (which is roughly
about three tons per acre:)

In contrast, before the December 1983 freeze in the

Valley, our producers were enjoying an average yield on mature trees of about
fifteen tons per acre (with

~any

growers getting 18 to 25 tons per acre:)

As we replant our orchards, we are putting more trees per acre than ever
before to increase our future yields.

Grove management is paramount in the

Valley citrus industry--something the Cubans have difficulty in perfecting.
So we can be thankful for the good life in the U S. Our system encourages
individual excellence as opposed to collective mediocrity. And it shows in this
one important area of farming.
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